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of ExeLany, and Dominion of VV aus, 


Concerning 


Eccleſiaſtical Affair . 


CHARLES R. 
JL em much the Peace of the State is 
we peace of the Church , and how t 

I thing it is te pꝛeſerve Oder a Fee 
Cid, whils there is no Oꝛder oz Government 
1 . 4 


and £915 little part of the ond, Our 
minions, hath had ſo late experience of it, that We may ve 
acquieſce in the Concluſion, without ray oy Our felt a 
courſe upon it. it being a ſubject we have had fr 
to te upon, and to lament abꝛoad as e con 
2 
the Advancement 


Ap 


An — to the Speaker of the te Houle of, 
Breda, — how much we deſired 
Pꝛoteſtant KN 


. 


alen and in Oreo where we havohad . EEE 


(2) 
with the moſt learned Men, who have unanimouſly lamented the 
great Nepꝛoach the Pꝛoteſtant Rel undergoes from the di⸗ 
ftempers and too — Schums in matters of Religion in 
— : And as the ned among them have Oar 
ubmilli = cknowledged and wage 
iched Goto rch of . | 

great 6X and ſhelter 15 Pꝛoteſtant Religion received 
efo:e theleunhappy times; So many of them have with 
enuity and S92row confeſſed, that they were too eaſily 
milled by misinfkozmation and p2ejudice into ſome dil⸗eſteem of it, 
ag i it had tbo much complysd with the Church of Rome; whereas 


againſt popei y in the woꝛld; And ide are perlwaded they do with 
great Zeal wich it reſtoꝛed to its old Dignity and venerarion, 
When We were in Holland, We were attended by many grave 
and Learned -Mfniſters from hence, who were looked upon as the 
moſt able and pꝛincipal Allertozs of the Þ2esbyterian opinions, 
with whom we had as much Conference as the multitude of Af- 
— which were then upon Us would permit Us to have; and to 
ur 
of Aﬀection to Hs, of Zeal foz the Peace of the Church and 
e, and neither Enemies (as they have been gen out 
e) to Epiſcopacy, oꝛ Liturgy, but modeftly to deſire ſuch alte⸗ 
| 42th in either, as without chaking Foundations, might beit 
1 pꝛeſent diſtempers, which the Jndiſpoſition of the time , 
the n of ſome mens Conſciences had contracted; Foz 
ng whereof, We did intend, upon Our firſt a 
this Kingdbiato call a Synod of Divines, as the molt pzvper 
edient top —— a proper remedy f62 all thoſe differences and 
Sera $ which had 62 Hould ariſe in matters of Religion; 
and in the mean time, we publiſhed in Our Declaration from 
Breda- & Liberty to tender Conſciences, and that no man ſhould be 
ae o2 called in queſtion foꝛ difterences ot opinion in mat⸗ 
of Religion, which do not diſturb the Peace of the Kingdont, 
and that we wal be ready to content to ſuch an Act of Parliament 
ag upon mature deliteration ſhall be offered to Us, fo; the full 
granting that Indulgence. 
- - Whileft we continued in this temper: of mind and 'Reſointion, 


and have ſo far complyed with the perſwaſion of particular per 
and the diſtemper of the time, as to de contented: with the 

nt pzactice and Laws eſtabliched, without enjoyning that 
= iſe, "and che ovſer vation ot thoſe Laws in the Churches of the 
were without that Zeal foz- the: Church which we ought to 
Have, poke oe p Gods grace, me wall always retein; Webave 
ford On Retr unqutet and reſtleſs Spirits, who- without; a- 
cher on ol their own diſtemper in recompence ofthe moderation 


ca of Our Religion in Our own Chappel, accoꝛding to the 
in which Be have undergone the Cenſure of many, as 
fo catididly dealt with as we have deſerved, 


endeavour 


they now acknowledge it to be the belt Fence God hath pet raiſed 


reat Satisfaction and Comfozt found them Perſons ini 


din s, continue their bitterneſs againſt the Church, and 
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chereunto, they have nie 
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—— the Blinde this Declaration, ſeveral ſeditious pamphlets 
and Quzrcs ha be been Publiſhed and ſcattered abzoad, to 
like and Jealouſies into the hearts of the People, and of the — 7 
and ſom? wi)o ought racher to have repeuted the toꝛmer wulchiet thep 
have wꝛought, then to have endeavoureo to impꝛove it, hade had 
the hardineis to Publich, that the Doctrine of the Church, (againt 
which no man with whom ue have conferred hath excepted,) ought 
to be refozmed as well as the Dilcipline, 
This over - paſſionate and turbulent way of pyoceeding, and the 
Ampatience me find in many foz ſome ſpeedy determination in thele 
matcers, whereby the minos of men may be compoſed, and the Peace 
of the Church eſta blicheo, hath pzevailed with 13s to invert the mes 
thod nos had pꝛopoĩeo co Our Delt, and even in oꝛder to the bettet 
calling and compoũng of a d (which the pꝛeſent Jealouſies will 
hardly agree upon) by the alliſtance of Gods bleſſed Spirit, which 
We daily mvoke and ſupplicate, to gibe ſome determination Our 
Sell to the matters in difletence, until ſuch a Synod may be called, 
as may without pallion oꝛ pzejudice, give Us a farther aſlifkance to- 
wards a perfect union of à ftections. as well as ſubmillion ts Autho⸗ 
rity, as is neceſſary : And we are the rather induced to take this 
upon Us, by finding upon the full Conference woe have had with the 
learned men of ſeveral perſwaſions, that the mifchiets, under which 
both the Church and te do at pꝛeſent ſuſter, do not reſult from 
any fozmed Doctrine oꝛ Concluſton which either Party mantains oz 
ar Pe but 3 the aan — Appetite an eſt of particu- 
ar 3, Who contract grea judice other, trom thoſe 
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We muſt foz the honour of all thoſe of either perſwaſion with whom 
We. have conferred, Declare, That the Pzoteſſions and Deſires of 
all tot the advancement of Piety and true Godltneſs, are the ſame; 
their Pꝛokeſſions of Zeal to2 the Peace of the Church, the ſame; of 
Alection and Duty to Bs, the lame; They all appꝛove Epiſcopacy ; 
Ther all appꝛove a ſet tozm of Liturgy; and They all diſpzove and 
dillitze the in of Dacriledge, and the Alienation of the Kevenue of 
the Church: And if upon theſe excelent Foundations, inſubmillion 
to there is ſuch a Harmony of Aﬀections, any S tures 
chould ve raiſed, to the ſhaking thoſe Foundations, and to the con⸗ 
tracting and leflening the blelled gift of Charity, which is a vital part 
of Chziftian Religion, We ſhall think Our Self very unfoztunate, 
and even ſulpect that we are defective in that adminiſtration of Go- 
vernment with which God hath entruſted Ws. | 

Me need not pzofels the high Aﬀection and eſteem we have foz the 
Church ol England as it is eſtabliſhed by Law; the Reverence to 
which hath ſuppozted aas with Gods bleſſing, againſt many tempta- 
tions; noꝛ do Me think that Reverence in the leaſt degree diminiſhed 
by Dur Condeſcentions, not peremptozily to inſiſt on ſome particu⸗ 
lars of Ceremony, which, however introduced by the Pieiyand De- 
votion, and Oꝛder of fozmer times, may not be ſo agreeable to the 
pꝛeſent, but may even lellen that Piety and Devotion, foz the im⸗ 
pꝛovement whereof they might happily be firſt introduced, and con⸗ 
lequently be well diſpented with; and we hope this charitable com- 
pliance of Ours will diſpoſe the minds of all men to a cheerful ſub- 
million to that Authoꝛity. the peſervation whereof is ſo neceſſary foz 
the Unity # Peace of the Church; and that they will acknowledge the 
ſuppoꝛt of the Epiſcopal Authozity, to be the beſt ſuppoꝛt of Religion, 
by being the beſt means to contein the minds of men within the Rules 
of Government: And they who would reſtrain the exerciſe of that 
holy function within the Rules which were obſervedin the P2imitive 
times, muſt remember and conlider, that the Eccleſiaſtical Power 
being in thoſe bleſled 190 always ſuboꝛdinate and ſubject to the Ci⸗ 


vil ; it was likewiſe pꝛopoꝛtioned to ſuch an extent of Juriſdiction as 
was molt agreeableto that; Ind as the Danctity and Simplicity, 
and Reſignation of that Age, did then refer many things to the Bi⸗ 
ſhops; which the policy of fucceeding Ages would not admit, at leaſt 
did otherwiſe pꝛovide fo2; ſo it can be no repzoach to Pꝛimitive Epiſ⸗ 
copacy, if where there have been great alterations in the Civil Gos 
bernment., from what was then, there have been likewiſe ſome diffe- 
rence and alteration in the Eccleſiaſtical, the Eflence and Founda⸗ 
tion being till pzeſerved, And upon this ground, without taking 
upon Us to cenſure the Government of the Church in other Coun: 
tries, where the Government of the State is diffetent from what it 
is heye, oꝛ enlarging Our Selk upon the Reaſons why, whillt there 
was an Imagination of erecting a Democratical Eovernment here 
in the State, they ſhould be willing to continue an Ariſtocratical Go- 
vernment in the Church; It ſhall ſuffice to ſay,- that ſince by the 
wonderful bleſling or Bod, the hearts of this whole Nation are re- 
turned to an obedience to Monarchique Government in the — 


2 of too large extent: e will appoint ſuch a number of S 


(5) 

it mult be very reaſonable to ſuppoꝛt that — > 
myHicy is eſtabliched by Law, and with which the 
flouriſhed thzougy ſo many Ages, and which is in truth as Mons 
intyrz Jfland as the Chzittian Monarch thereof ; and which hatt 
always in ſome reſpects oꝛ degrees been enlarged 92 — as 
hat veen thought moſt conducing taghe Peace and 
Biagdom z and therefoze. we have not the leaſt doubt but 
preſent Biſhops will think the pzeſent Conceſſions now made by U5s 
to allay the pꝛeſent diſtempers, very juſt and reaſonable, and will 
very Cheertnily confozm themſelves thereunto. 
1 We do in the ſirſt place Declare Our purpoſe and Reſoluticn is 
and ſhall be, to pꝛomote the power of Godimels, to encourage the 
exerciſes of Religion both publick and pzivate, and to take care that 
the Lozds-day be applyed to holy exerciſes, without unneceſſary di⸗ 
vertiſements ; and that inſufficient, negligent and ſcandalous Mi⸗ 
niſters be not permitted in the Church; And that as the pꝛeſent Bi- 
hops are known to be men of great and exemplar Piety in their lives, 
(which they have manifeſted in their notozious a unexampled Duf- 
ferings during thele late diſtempers,) and of great and known ſufſict- 
ency of Learning; So Me ſhall take ſpecial Care, by the aſſiſtance 
of God, to pzefer no Men to that Office and Charge, but Men of 
Learning, Uirtue and Piety, who may be themſelves the beſtexam- 
ples to thoſe who are to be governed by them; And We ſhall expect, 
and p2ovide the beſt Me can, that the Bilyops be frequent cy: 
ers, and that they do very olten Pzeach themſelves in ſome Church 
of their Dioceſs, except they be hindꝛed by ſiclineſs, oꝛ other bodilp 
infirmities, oꝛ ſome other juſtifiable occaſion, which chall not be 
thougyr juſtifiable if it be frequent, © 

2 "Becaule the Dioceſles eſpecially fome of them, are to be 

agan 


ori — * Dioces aàs ſhall be luKictent foz the due perfozmance 
r work. 4 
o Biſhop ſhall O2dain, oz exerciſe any part of Juriſdiction whic 

ayvertaius to the Cenſures of the Church, without the advice a alliſt⸗ 
ance of the Pꝛesbyters; a no Chanc?ilozs, Commillaries, oꝛ £ 
as ſuch, ſhall exerciſe any Act of Spiritual Juriſdiction in 
(viz ) Excommunication, Abſolution, oz wherein any of the 1 — | 
are concerned, with reference to their Paſtozal charge. However 
Our intent and meaning is to uphold and ma intein the 3 | 
the Civil Law io far and in ſuch matters as it hath been of uſe | 
practice within Our Kingdoms and Domintons ; Albeit as to . 
communication, Our weill a Pleaſure is, that no Chancelloz. Com- 
millary, o2 Official hou decree. any Sentence of | 
92 Ibſfolution, 02 be J in thole things wherew guy of the 
niſtry are concerned, as — Noz ſhall Lech. es 
exerciſe any Jnriſdiction and aſſiſtance of ſix $ 
niſters of his Arch — e to be nominated by 
Bop 1 —.— election of the ma jo: part of the Pꝛesbpters 

0 eee 


ne 


co d: ben che at all lauch 1 — 
lo eſected, and thole pꝛeſent of the 2 al be equal, and not ex- 
91 5 e the other, and that to make the numbers equal, the Juniozs 
the eee number be withdzawn that the moſt ancient may. 
11 cs A92 ſhall any Suffragan Biſhop Oꝛdain oz exerciſe the 
ntioned Offices and Acts of Spiritual Juriſdiction, but with 
ag ice and aſſiſtance of a ſufficient number of the molt judicious 
and pi Nous Pꝛesbyters annually chofen as afozeſaid within his Pze- 
$ 3 And Our will is, that the great wozk of Oꝛdination be con⸗ 
nantly and ſplemnly perfozmed by the Biſhop and his afozeſaid 
E at the four ſet times and ſeaſons appointed by the Church 
koꝛ tha ſe. 

5 We wilt take care that Confirmation be rightly and ſolemnly per⸗ 
foz by the Jnfozmation and with the content of the Piniſter of 
the plate; who ſhall admit none to the Lozds-Supper, till they have 
niade & credible Pzofeſſion of their Faith, and pꝛomiſed obedience to 

Will of God; accozding as ws efled in the conſiderations of the 

biet befoze the Cate nd that ail — diligence be uled 
the Jnſtrustion — hr of fcandalous Dffendozs, whom 
— dinifter ſhall not ſuffer to partake ofthe Loꝛds: Table, until then 
ly declared themſelves to have truly repented and amended 
their fo:iner naughty Lives, as is pavtlyexpeeſſed in the Kubrick, and 
maze! if F * Canons; Pꝛopided, there be place fo2 due Appeals to 

Uperio: Powers. But befides the Suffragans and their wes s 
\ ti 1 (chele Deans, as heretoioze, to 
tk of the Dioceſs) together with thaee 02 coor 
t eanary, cholen by the mazoz part of all the — 
lame, meet once in every month, to receive teh cou 
hall be pꝛelented to them by the Minit ers 02 Church-war- 
the e riſhes: and alſo ta cempaſe all ſuch difle- 
a party, as ſhalt be referred unte them by way 
5 jb 1 85 ily 5 — . 
ag t am f ir 1 

be ſo res zmed : Aud ſuch Matters as 5 by: os 
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(7) 3 
by the reſpective Minitter s ot every Parich, in the Grounds of Chzi- 
ger orgnon, -—b. odd account of their Faith and 
Knowledge, and alto of their Chziſtian Converſation confozmable 
thereunto,: befoze they. be conärmed by the Biſhop, oꝛ admitted to 
the Sacrament of the Lo2ds-DSupper, . 

6 No Bishop wall exerciſe any Arbitrary Power, 02 do oꝛ impoſe 
any thing upon the Clergy oꝛ the People, but what is accoꝛding to 
the known Law or the Land. RA 

7. We are very glad to find, that all with whom we have conferred. 
do in their Judgments appzove a Litturgy, o2 ſet Fozm of Publick 
Moꝛchip to be Lawtul ; which in Dur Judgement, toz the pzeferva« 
tion of Bnicy.and;Unifozmy, me conceive to be very neceflary : And 
thaugh we do eſteem the Liturgy of the Church of England, conteined 
in the Boon of Common⸗Pꝛaper, # by Law eſtabliſhed, to be the beit 
We ha ve ſeen; And Me believe that Be have ſeen all that are extant 
anduled in this part of the ond, and well know what Reverence 
molt of the Kefozmed Churches, oꝛ at leaſt the moſt Learned Men in 
thoſe Churches have foz it; Pet ſince nde find ſome exceptions made 
againſt ſeveral things therein; ne will appoint an equal number of 
Learned Divines of both Perſwaſions, to Re-view the ſame, and 
to make ſuch alterations as chall be tyonght moſt neceſſary; and ſome 
additional Fozms (in the Scripture phzaſe, as near as may be) 
ſuited unto the nature of the ſeveral paris ot Moꝛchip, and that it be 


left to the Miniſters choice to ule one 02 other at his diſcretion. In 


the mean time, and till this be done, although we do heartily wich 
and deſire, that the Miniſters in their ſeveral Churches, becauſe they 


dillike ſome Clauſes and Expꝛeſſions, would not totally lay aſide the 


uſe of the Book of Common⸗Pꝛaper, but read thoſe parts againſt 


which there can be no exception; Which would be the beſt inſtance of 


declining thoſe marks of diſtinction, which me ſo much labour and 
deſire to remove; Pet in compaſlion to divers of Our good Subjects. 


who ſcruple the ule of it as now it is, Our will and pleaſure is, that 


none be puniched oꝛ troubled foꝛ not uſing it, until it be reviewed; and 
eflectually Kefozmed, as ato zeſaid. | f 


8 Laftly, concerning Leremonies, which have adminiſtred ſo 


much matter of diſterence and contention, . and which have been in⸗ 
troduced by the Wildom and Authozityof the Church, '\fo2 edification, 


and the impꝛovement of Piety: me ſhall ſay no moze, but that e 


have the moꝛe eſteem of all, and Reverence foz many of them, by 


having been pꝛeſent in many of thoſe Churches where they are mott 


aboliſhed, oꝛ diſcountenanced; And it cannot be doubted, but that, 
as the Univerſal Church cannot introduce one Ceremony in the Woꝛ⸗ 
ſhip of God, that is contrary to Gods 902d expꝛeſſed in the Scripture ; 


ſo every National Church. with the Appzobation and Content of the 


Soveraign Power, may and hath always introduced ſuch particular 

Ceremonies; as in that conjuncture of-time are thought moſt pz 

foz edilication and the neceſſary impꝛovement of Piety and Devotion 

Wi eople; though theneceflary practiſe thereof cannot be deduced 
om far ak 


| And that which betoꝛe was, and in it ſelf is inditle⸗ 
rent, ceaſes (ahe-indifferent; alter it is once eſtabliſhed by 9 i _= 


7 
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f0ze Our pzolens Conlideration and 
25 155 ice 3 of tele who are grieve 


| wponn One whichin 
actencet t bie, —— — 
92 that Qoly Duty becauſe ſome other men, upon reaſons 
6 , chooſe rather to do it ſitting 


= 
dilt 


cltablithed, as may beſt pꝛovide ſoꝛ the Peace of the Church 
7 Pꝛovided that none ſhall be denyed the Sacrament of 
7 17 upper, though they do not ule the geſture of kneeling in 
a fectvng 
255 mean * out of Compaſſion and compltance towards 
uld fogbcar the Croſs in Baptiſm, me are content that 
roman [l be compeUed to ule the ſame, o2 tuſter foz not doing it: 
But it any Parent defire to have his Child Chꝛiſtened accoꝛding to the 
I uſed, and the Miniſter will not uſe the Sign, it all be Law- 
mog ok Parent to e Miniſter to do it: And if * 
iſter ſhall refuſe to omit the Ceremony of the Croſs, it 
lawful fo2 the Parent, who would uot have nis Child ſo Bap⸗ 
„ to pꝛocure another Viniſter to doit, who will do it accozding 


rh 
{ 0 


man ſhall be compelled to bow at the Name of Issue, on ſuffer 


ce fo not doing it, without repzoachingthoſe who out of 
devotion continue that ancient Ceremony of the Church, 
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(9) 

Induction, and ſhall be permitted to exerciſe their Function, and to 
enjoy the P2ofits ot their Livings, without the ſaid Subſcription 
o2 Daty of Canonical Obedience: And mozeover, That no Per- 
ſons in the Univerlities tall foz the want of ſuch Subſcription be 
hindꝛed in the taking of their Degrees. Laſtly, that none be judg⸗ 
ed to fozteit his Pꝛelentation oz Benifice, 02 be depzived of it, upon 
the Statute of the Thirteenth of Queen E L1Z ABETH, Chaps 
ter the twelfth, ſo he Read and Declare his Allent to all the Articles 
of Religion, which onely concern the Confeſſion of the true Chzi- 
ſtian Faith, andthe Doctrine of the Sacraments compailed in the 
Boot of Articles in the ſaid Statute mentioned. In a wozd, We 
do again renew what we have fozmerly ſaid in Dur Dedaration 
fzom Ban va, foz the liberty of tender Conſciences, that no man wall 
be diſquieted oz called in queſtion foz differences of Opinion in mat⸗ 
ters of Religion, which do not diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom ; 
and if any have been diſturbed in that kind lince Our arrival here, 
it hath not pꝛoceeded from any direction of Ours, 

To conclude, and in this place to explain what we mentioned 
befoze, and ſaid in Our Letter tothe Youle of Commons from B= = - 
pa, That We Hoped in due time, Our Self to p2opole ſomewhat 
fo2 the Pꝛopagation of the Pꝛoteſtant Religion, that will ſatisfy the 
Woꝛld, that Me have always made it both Dur Care and Our Stu⸗ 
dy, and have enough obſerved what is moſt like to bzing diſadvantage 
to it: Me do conjure all Our Loving Subjects to acquietce in, and 
lubmit to this Dur Declaration concerning thole differences which 

have ſo much diſpuieted the Nation at home, and given ſuch offence 
tothe Pꝛoteſtant Churches ab2oad, and bꝛought ſuch Repꝛoach upon 
the Pꝛoteſtant Religion in general, from the enemies thereof; as if 


upon obſcure notions of Fauh and Fancy, it did admit the pꝛactiſe of 


Chꝛiſttan Dutyes and Obedience to be diſcountenanced and ſulpend⸗ 
ed, and introduce a Licence in Opinions and Manners, to the pꝛe⸗ 
judice of the Chziſttan Faith, And let Us all endeavour, and emu⸗ 
late each other in thoſe endeavours, to countenance and advance 
the Pꝛoteſtant Religion abzoad, which will be beſt done by ſuppozt- 
ing the Dignity and reverence due to the beſt Kefozmed Pꝛoteſtant 
Church at home; and which being once freed from the Calumnieg 
and Repꝛoaches it hath undergone from theſe late ill times, will be 
the beſt ſhelter foꝛ thoſe abꝛoad, which will by that Countenance 
both be the better pꝛotected againſt their enemies, and be the moze 
eaſily induced to compole the differences amongſt themſelves, which 
give their enemies moze advantage again them: And we hop 
and expect that all men will hencetozward fozbear to vent any tuch 
Doctrine in the Pulpit, oz to endeavour to wozk in ſuch manner 
upon the Aﬀections of the People, as may diſpoſe them to an ill opt- 
mon of Us and the Government, and to diſturb the Peace of the 
Kingdom. Which if all men will in their ſeveral Kocations endea- 
vour to pꝛeſerve with the ſame Aﬀection and Zeal e Our Self will 
do; all Our good Subjects will by Gods bleſſing upon Us enjoy as 
eat a meaſure of Felicity, as this Nation hath ever done, and 
hich ie ſhall conſtantly labour to pꝛocure foz them, as the greateſt 
bleſſing God can beſtow upon Us in this Woꝛld. Civen ar Our Court 
at Fhite-Hall this Twenty fitth day of October, 1660, 


